8i8                                INSIDE  U. S. A.
visiting a fruit stand in California, who sees a watermelon. He rubs it, inquiring skeptically, "Is this the best avocado you have?" Answer (because chauvinism exists in California too as we know) : "You son of a gun from Texas, keep your hands off that grape."
I like the story, doubtless antique, that I heard near San Antonio. A child asks a stranger where he comes from, whereupon his father rebukes him gently, "Never do that, son. If a man's from Texas, he'll tell you. If he's not, why embarrass him by asking?"
Once a Brooklyn GI was shipped to a Texas camp. It didn't take him long to get the feel of things. One evening, after wandering alone in the mesquite, he returned with seven rattles; these he showed proudly to his comrades, explaining, "I just killed a big Texas woim."
Recently in the Houston Chronicle appeared this small advertisement:
MOVING FROM THE UNITED STATES
TO TEXAS
Will be Perrnanent Resident Need 2-bedroom house, apt. or duplex, preferably unfurnished or what have you for wife, 14-year-old boy and self?
Of Texas jokes there is no end, and most of them have to do with the state's monstrous girth, bulk, and heft. They become transmuted into that characteristic phenomenon of the United States, the tall tale; dozens of collectors seize upon these avidly, end improvise upon them day by day. At least two anthologies of Texas jokes exist, and have had a wide sale among the local patriots.3 Serious experts in Texas tales, like that grand and salty scholar J. Frank Dobie (who is my candidate for being the most distinguished living Texan) are walking anthologies of contemporary folklore.
The Texas Almanac, an invaluable compendium, prints as of unknown origin the following "speech" by a visitor to the state, which has become a minor classic:
Texas occupies all the Continent of North America except the small part set aside for the United.States, Mexico, and Canada . . . and is bounded on the north by 25 or 30 states, on the east by all the oceans in the world except the Pacific . . . and on the west by the Pacific Ocean, the Milky Way, and the Sidereal Universe.
Texas is so big that people in Brownsville call the Dallas people
8 See / Give You Texas and Tall Talk from Texas, both by Boyce House and published by the Naylor Company, San Antonio. Some of the stories below are taken from these volumes, by permission. See also a lively bo9k Texas, A World in Itself, by George Sessions Perry, which contains many admirable jokes and tall tales as well as much serious material.